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solely upon such employment for his self-support. Held, the act is constitu- 
tional as an exercise of police power. Mt. Vernon Woodberry Cotton Duck 
Co. v. Frankfort Marine Accident & Plate Glass Ins. Co. (1909), — Md. — , 
75 Atl. 105. 

The legislature may make regulations for certain parts of the state or for 
certain classes of citizens so long as that classification is not unreasonable and 
arbitrary. Barbier v. Connolly, 113 U. S. 27, 5 Sup. Ct. 357, 28 L. Ed. 923; 
L'Hoie v. New Orleans, 177 U. S. 587, 20 Sup. Ct. 788, 44 L. Ed. 899; Missouri 
v. Lewis, 101 U. S. 22, 25 L. Ed. 989; State v. Broadbelt, 89 Md. 565, 43 Atl. 
771, 45 L. R. A. 433, 73 Am. St. Rep. 201 ; Re Jacobs, 98 N. Y. 98 ; People 
v. Gillson, 109 N. Y. 389. In matters regulating the employment of children 
the legislature has large discretion and unless the decision be unreasonable it 
is no ground for judicial interference. Ex parte Weber, 149 Cal. 392, 86 
Pac. 809. Where length of hours in mines was in question the court said that 
where the legislature had found it detrimental to health and as long as 
grounds are reasonable the decision cannot be reviewed by the federal courts. 
H olden v. Hardy, 169 U. S. 395, 18 Sup. Ct. 389, 42 L. Ed. 780. Under an 
exercise of police power the enactment must have reference to the comfort, 
safety, or the welfare of society and it must not conflict with society. Long 
v. State, 74 Md. 565, 12 L. R. A. 425 ; Cooeey, Const. Lim., Ed. 6, Chap. 16. 

Constitutional Law — Limitations on the Taxing Power — Convict- 
made Goods — Equai, Protection of Laws. — The relator, a resident store- 
keeper of New York, was arrested for an alleged violation of the labor law 
of the state (§190, Chap. 31, Consol. Laws; Chap. 36, Laws 1909) requiring, 
in substance, the obtaining of a license of five hundred dollars and bond of 
five thousand dollars, by any one selling or exposing for sale any convict- 
made goods; also, that a copy of the names of all prisons, wardens, etc., with 
whom such persons deal to be filed with the secretary of state, and all goods 
be branded and labeled as convict-made, under penalty of fine or imprison- 
ment or both. Relator had exposed for sale and sold shirts made in Illinois 
Penitentiary, Joliet, 111. Held, the law is unconstitutional, as violating the 
fourteenth amendment. People ex rel. Phillips v. Raynes (1910), 120 N. Y. 
Supp. 1053. 

Commerce among states cannot be said to be free when a commodity is by 
reason of its foreign manufacture subjected by a state legislature to discrim- 
inating regulations or burdens. People v .Hawkins, 20 App. Div. 494, 47 N. Y. 
Supp. 56, affirmed 157 N. Y. 1, 51 N. E. 257, 42 L. R A. 490, 68 Am. St. Rep. 
736. The taxing power may be extended to all kinds of property in the state 
or limited to certain kinds or area. Gordon v. Comes, 47 N. Y. 608; Genet 
v. City of Brooklyn, 99 N. Y. 296, 1 N. E. 777- Persons and property may be 
classified for taxation, but such classification may not be arbitrary, unreason- 
able or capricious. Matter of Pell, 171 N. Y. 48, 63 N. E. 789, 57 L. R. A. 540, 
89 Am. St. Rep. 791. Equal protection of laws requires that the same means 
and methods be applied impartially to all the constituents of each class, so 
that the laws may operate equally and uniformly upon all persons in similar 
circumstances. Kentucky Railroad Tax Cases, 115 U. S. 321, 337, 6 Sup. Ct 
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57, 29 L. Ed. 414. People ex rel. Hatch v. Reardon, 184 N. Y. 431, 77 N. E. 
970, 8 L. R. A. (N. S.) 314, 112 Am. St. 628, affirmed 204 U. S. 152, 27 Sup. 
Ct. 188, 51 L. Ed. 415 ; Magoun v. ///. Trust & Savings Bank, 170 U. S. 283, 
18 Sup. Ct. 594, 42 L. Ed. 1037 ; Hayes v. Missouri, 120 U. S. 68, 7 Sup. Ct. 350, 
30 L. Ed. 578; Barbier v. Connolly, 113 U. S. 27, 5 Sup. Ct. 357, 28 L. Ed. 923. 

Contracts — Real Estate Brokers — Oral Authorization for Sale of 
Land — Commissions. — Plaintiff, a real estate broker, sold land for defendant 
under an agreement not sufficient as an authority to sell, and now sues for 
commissions. Defendant defends on the ground that the contract of author- 
ity was void under a statute relating to brokers and forms no consideration 
for the subsequent promise to pay, as evidence of which plaintiff sets up the 
agreement to convey the land to the grantee, wherein it was provided that the 
vendor should pay plaintiff $200.00 as commission on the sale. Held, plaintiff 
may recover. Muir v. Kane, et ux. (1909), — Wash. — , 104 Pac. 153. 

By a California statute (§ 1624 Cal. Civ. Code), which is almost identical 
with that of Washington, unless a broker's authority to sell land is evidenced 
by an agreement in writing he is not entitled to commissions for procuring 
such sale. Shanklin v. Hall, 100 Cal. 26. Under a similar Nebraska statute 
(§ 74, c. 73, Comp. St. 1905), where the contract between the owner and 
broker is void because not in writing he cannot recover on a quantum meruit 
for services or time. Barney v. Lasbury, 76 Neb. 701, 107 N. W. 989. In the 
absence of a written contract for the sale of real estate there is the absence 
of the right of compensation for services ; and where there is no written con- 
tract a subsequent express promise to pay is without consideration and void 
under the Statute of Frauds of New Jersey (Gen. St. p. 1604, Art. 10). 
Stout v. Humphrey, 69 N. J. L (40 Vroom.) 436, 55 Atl. 281, followed in 
Bagnole v. Madden, 76 N. J. L. (47 Vroom) 255, 69 Atl. 967. In Indiana, 
where there are no statutes relating to brokers, an agreement to pay a broker 
for finding a purchaser for a house, whether the rate be fixed or graduated 
by the price, need not be in writing, Fischer v. Bell, 91 Ind. 243 : also Michi- 
gan, Hamilton v. Frothingham, 59 Mich. 253. Brokers may recover commis- 
sions and advancements, the contracts having been executed according to 
terms, even if memoranda showing the contract in question were insufficient. 
Bibb v. Allen, 149 U. S. 481. 

Criminal Law — Post Office — Fraudulent use of Mails. — Defendant 
devised a fraudulent scheme to be effected by opening correspondence with 
himself by means of the government post office. Rev. St. U. S. (U. S. Comp. 
St. 1901, p. 3696) provides that, "If any person, having devised or intending 
to devise any scheme or artifice to defraud, * * * to be effected by either 
opening or intending to open correspondence or communication with any 
person, whether resident within or without the United States, or by inciting 
such other person or any person to open communication with the person so 
devising or intending, shall in and for executing such scheme or artifice, or 
attempting to do so," mail any letter or receive any letter from the mail, he 
shall be punishable by fine or imprisonment or both. Held, defendant was 



